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I spent a good portion of the fall on the road, meeting with alumni who serve as 
volunteer network leaders around the country. From the New Hampshire Lakes Region 
to California, with stops in Boston, Philadelphia, Chicago and Denver in between, I was 
inspired and energized by the Wildcat spirit of our many dedicated volunteers.  
In San Francisco we met with Anne Kirkbride and Ellen Kaidanow, wife and daughter of 
Tom Kirkbride ’53. Tom served as the head of the San Francisco network for more than 
56 years, and when he died in October, he left behind some enormous shoes to fill—
and a true legacy of love for UNH. In Los Angeles we arrived as network leaders were 
in the midst of planning an appearance by actor and writer Mike O’Malley ’88 at the 
famed Skirball Center. LA-based alumni have the benefit of the celebrity factor; last 
year, alumni gathered at the home of Emmy-winning television producer Marcy Carsey 
’66. A visit to New York confirmed the success of network leaders’ efforts to provide a 
diverse and ambitious activity calendar— gatherings in Central Park, community service 
activities and executive leadership networking events—in a city where hundreds of 
events compete for attendance on any given night, and our visits to Boston included an 
inspiring Executive Breakfast Forum with Tim Collins ’85, president and CEO of EBSCO 
Industries, Inc.  
Our travels were nothing less than encouraging, and truly validated our decision to 
move from the term “chapter” to “network” to describe the remarkable and complex web 
of UNH connections that exist beyond campus. Building on the work started by legends 
like Tom Kirkbride ’53 and the efforts or our network leaders, we have a very strong 
base from which to continue to develop affinity relationships across the United States. 
So what does this mean for you, as a valued UNH stakeholder?  It means opportunity— 
the opportunity to tap into UNH activities happening around the country, whether or not 
you’re an alum. Maybe you’re a parent who travels to New York City for business. Look 
for UNH activities while you’re in the city or contact the network volunteer leaders for 
lunch; your connections will help develop valuable contacts for your UNH graduate. If 
you’re a New Hampshire legislator attend our alumni gatherings and network with your 
constituents. If you are not near any of the UNH network locations don’t forget you can 
still participate in our online events to enhance your personal and professional 
connections.  Our Wildcat family is better and stronger when you are a part of it. Make 







Susan Entz  ’08G 
Associate Vice President for Alumni Relations 
  
Originally published in UNH Magazine—Winter 2015 Issue 
• WRITTEN BY: 
Susan Entz | Alumni Relations 
UNH MAGAZINE WINTER 2015 
SERIES:  
UNH MAGAZINE WINTER 2015 
 SUBSCRIBE TO THE UNH TODAY NEWSLETTER SUBSCRIBE TO  
UNH TODAY RSS  
 
UNH Today is produced for the UNH community and for friends of UNH. 
The stories are written by the staff of UNH Communications and Public Affairs. 
Email us: unhtoday.editor@unh.edu. 
MANAGE YOUR SUBSCRIPTION      CONTACT US  
  
Like us on Facebook 
  
Follow us on Twitter 
  
Follow us on YouTube 
  
Follow us on Instagram 
  
Find us on LinkIn 
  
UNH Today RSS feeds 
UNH Today  •  UNH Main Directory: 603-862-1234 
Copyright © 2021  •  TTY Users: 7-1-1 or 800-735-2964 (Relay NH) 
USNH Privacy Policies  •  USNH Terms of Use  •  ADA Acknowledgement 
 
